[Evaluation of prophylactic use of lamivudine in HBV-positive patients with malignant lymphoma undergoing chemotherapy].
A prospective evaluation was carried out on the effect of lamivudine administration as a prophylactic measure to prevent exacerbation of hepatitis in HBV carrier or chronic hepatitis B patients with malignant lymphoma undergoing chemotherapy. Eighteen patients were registered between 1997 and 2002 from institutions of the Research Group for the Treatment of Malignant Lymphoma. The patients' median age was 53 years old (39-73), and consisted of 8 males and 10 females. HBe-seroconversion had already occurred in 13 and liver biopsy had been performed in 8. No adverse effects of lamivudine were noted and the serum HBV-DNA content did not increase during lamivudine administration. Planned treatment courses could be completed in all patients. In 2, however, the viral load increased and the HBe antibody (Ab) value declined after the cessation of lamivudine, which were reversed to the normal ranges following the resumption of lamivudine. As for the overall outcome, 14 of the patients survived, and there were 4 fatalities due to malignant lymphoma. Serum HBeAb status may be regarded as a useful laboratory marker for deciding the safe cessation of lamivudine. An additional case is described, who had recovered from past HBV infection, but eventually succumbed to fulminant hepatitis after the cessation of lamivudine covering prolonged courses of chemotherapy. This illustrates a need for inclusion of such cases for the prophylactic use of lamivudine.